2                                  THE  COMPLETE

crafts; such as smiths, shoemakers, founders, joiners,
carpenters, carvers, turners, and the like; those who
only make goods for others to sell, are called manu-
facturers, artists, &c.

As there are several degrees of people employed
in trade below these, such as workmen, labourers,
and servants, so there is a degree of traders above
them, which we call merchants; where it is needful
to observe, that in other countries, and even in the
North of Britain and Ireland, as the handicraftsmen
and artists are called tradesmen, so the shopkeepers,
whom we here call tradesmen, are all called mer-
chants ; nay, even the very pedlars are called tra-
velling merchants. But in England the word mer-
chant is understood of none but such as carry on
foreign correspondences, importing the goods and
growth of other countries, and exporting the growth
and manufacture of England to other countries.

Besides these, we have a very great number of
considerable dealers, whom we call tradesmen, who
are properly called warehouse-keepers, who supply
the merchants with all the several kinds of manu-
factures and other goods of the produce of England,
for exportation; and also others, who are called
wholesalemen, who buy and take off from the mer-
chants all the foreign goods which they import;
these, by their corresponding with a like sort of
tradesmen in the country, convey and hand forward
those goods, and our own also, among those country
tradesmen, into every corner of the kingdom, how-
ever remote ; and by them to the retailers; and by
the retailer to the last consumer, which is the last
article of all trade. These, by whatever particular
circumstances distinguished, are the people under-
stood by the word tradesmen in this work, and for
whose service these sheets are made public.

Having thus described the person whom I under-